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tunnes: which report is given by very substantial! and honest
men of Plimmouth, who sawe the sayd shippes in readinesse to
depart on their voyage, and were aboord of some of them.
Here is at this instant in the towne a man of Gernesey, Lewis
de Vike, who reporteth to have credibly heard, that by this last
yeeres voyage the Frenchmen got fourteeene or fifteene hun-
dreth for every one hundreth: But how soever it be, it carrieth
good likelyhood of some notable profite, in asmuch as they doe
so greatly, and thus suddenly encrease the burthen and number
of their ships this present yeere.
Nowe, if in so little as two yeeres time this voyage of the
Northerne partes bee growen to such good passe as hath beene
declared unto you: it is worth the thinking on to consider what
The South may be hoped for from the Southerne part, which in all reason
pan best   mav promise a great deale more.  And so, as one who was never
JMtins    touchecl with any indirect meaning, I presume to wish and per-
and         swade you to some better taking of this matter to heart, as a
traffique.   thing which I do verely thinke will turne to your greater and
more assured commodity, then you receive by any other voyage,
as yet frequented of so short and safe a course as this hath:
dealing herein no otherwise with you for your severall small
summes, then I doe with my selfe, both for more of mine owne,
then is required of any one of you: besides the hazard and tra-
vaile of my person, and the totall imployment of my poore
credit, which (I thanke God) hath hitherto passed cleare and
unspotted in matters of greater importance and difficultie, then
is like to fall out in this matter1 betweene you and me2.
ni. 6 MAY 1583. DON BERNARDINO DE MENDOZA TO PHILIP
II3.
The Council has urged on the Catholics that if they would
give a sum of money to continue the Florida expedition for
1  'matter' omitted. SP 12/155, 87.
2 SP 12/155, 87, is endorsed, 'Discourse upon ye intended voyage to ye
hethermoste partes of America written for ye better instruction of ye mer-
chantes in ye same by Capten Carleill'; and SP 12/155, 88, 'Discourse upon
the vyadge to ye hethermoste partes of America*.
3 Navarrete, Documentos ineditos, xcn, 200-1. Extract, translated. CSPSp.
1580-6, no. 336.